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Inventory No: SMV.334    

Historic Name:

Common Name: Downer, Cutler Double House 

Address: 392-394 Broadway 

City/Town: Somerville 

Village/Neighborhood: Winter Hill 

Local No:

Year Constructed: C 1874 

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Second Empire 

Use(s): Multiple Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s): SMV.BA: Somerville Single Building Local Historic District

Designation(s): Local Historic District (10/31/1989) 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 

01 vl W i ^ H i l l 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

5S 392-394 , 396-398 , 400 Brnarlw^ 

He Name C u t l e r Downer (develonp 

S O M E R V T I J i r l 

\ 
r e s i d e nti a 1 

resident:i a 1 

ca. 1874 

maps/ d i r e c t o r i e s 

Second Empire 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in r e l a t i o n to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
in t e r s e c t i o n ( s ) . 
Indicate north 

Exterior Wall Fabric c l a p b o a r d , s v n t h e t i 
s i d i n g , a s p h a l t b r i c k 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g s 

Condition fair 
Moved Date 

Acreage 6400 + 63qo + 5638 R q . f t . 

Setting Three b u i l d i n g on the sxULthgas 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

USGS QUADRANGLE, 

SCALE 

corner of Broadway and C e n t r a l . on 

h e a v i l y t r a v e l l e d route u n d e r g o i n g — 

constant, change, r e s i d e n t i a l & comme 
C a r o l e Z e l l i e - 1980 

Recorded by G r e t c h e n S c h u l e r - 1988 
S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c 

Organization P r e s e r v a t i o n C o j n m i s s i o n 

Date May, 1988 



r 5 M V. 33'/ 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The t h r e e , d o u b l e Second E m p i r e h o u s e s have s i m i l a r p l a n s , e x t e r i o r f a c a d e s 
and p r o m i n e n t m a n s a r d r o o f s . E a c h has a c e n t e r e n t r a n c e o f two d o o r s 
f l a n k e d by a t h r e e s t o r y t r i p a r t i t i e bay w h i c h i s c a r r i e d t h r o u g h t h e 
r o o f l i n e c r e a t i n g a dormer on t h e d o u b l e h o u s e s . The s i d i n g has been 
a l t e r e d (# 392-394 = c l a p b o a r d , #396-398 = s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g , #400= a s p h a l t 
b r i c k ) however e a c h b u i l d i n g r e t a i n s t h e b r a c k e t s and d e n t i l d e t a i l s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the r o l e owners played i n local or state hi s t o r y and how tne 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Much of Broadway d e v e l o p e d a f t e r t h e C i v i l War and many of t h e s u b s t a n t i a l 
homes, b e l o n g i n g t o l o c a l l y p r o m i n e n t b u s i n e s s m e n , w ere i n t h e Second 
E m p i r e S t y l e . From many of t h e s e h o u s e s , s i t e d on n a t u r a l s u m m i t s , one 
e n j o y e d v i s t a s o f C h a r l e s t o w n and t h e M y s t i c R i v e r . L o c a l i n d u s t r y and 
w o r k e r s ' h o u s i n g was c o n f i n e d t o a r e a s n o r t h o f Broadway i n t h e Ten H i l l s 
a r e a . Most of t h e l a r g e Broadway homes were owned by t h e o c c u p a n t s , w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n of some s p e c u l a t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t o f w h i c h t h e s e t h r e e d o u b l e 
m a n s a r d r o w h o u s e s a r e e x a m p l e s . 

C u t l e r Downer, who l i v e d a t #170 C e n t r a l S t r e e t and owned l a r g e t r a c t s o f 
l a n d i n t h e a r e a , b u i l t t h e s e t h r e e h o u s e s . S u b s e q u e n t owners and 
o c c u p a n t s had v a r i o u s j o b s i n B o s t o n and S o m e r v i l l e . F o r e x a m p l e , Edward 
W a l d r o n who l i v e d a t #396 Broadway was a g e n e r a l a g e n t f o r t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t e a m s h i p Company i n B o s t o n . 

) 
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